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on to the Government, examin d. V1z. 


Firſt, The Pretender's Right. | 
Second(y, Their Affection for the late Duke of 


Ormond. 


and leꝭving old Friends. 
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AN E, A. M.. 


; 4 Rollen, fl. At F/4 + ſpecial Meeting of "2 


Mayor, Aldermen, and 
| Common Council of the 
ſaid City, held in the Guild. 
hall of .:he ſame City the 


.H me" pabch oof Marth, r7\6: 


5 EPS that the Reverend Mr. Charles 
{ Lambe be thanked for his Excellent Ser- 
mon > ;preach'd at the Cathedral Church Yeſter- 
day; the 27th Inſtant, before the Judge of Aſſize, 
and that Mr. Mayor, Mr. Alderman Olive, and 
Mr. Alderman nd do acquaint him here- 
with, and delirg the faid Mr. Lambe will be 
pleas d for the publick Good to print the ſaid 
Sermon. | 
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To the Mayor, Aldermen, and Common 
Council of the City of Rocheſter bi] 28 | 


\ Garnrzziag 


the Jens Egd. It 15 


H I'S Sermon which I __ 
for the publick Good, I have the 
| Honour to print, at your Requeſt, for 


a _ Pleaſure te 
me, 


— — — 


The Dedication. 


me, that my Thoughts upon this Subject 
were ſo agreeable to You, and the great 


Aſſembly in which 1 deliver'd them: 


It is an happ Diſcovery „that the evil 

Aon begins to be exorcis d, 3 
and that the People are not poſſeſ q 
to fuch a Degree, as the Partizans 
of the Rebellion would have us be- 


Spirit of Fa. 


lieve. 


Kent, ks has been oeltivalatly 1 
fig nal in the Expreſſions of an hear- | 
4 Attachment to his Majeſty King 

E ORG E, and the preſent Admi- 
niſtration ; - and the Honour you do me 
in this, 18 a freſh Inſtanee of it. It is 
very Remarkable, that during the whole 
Courfe of our late Troubles, you are 
not charg'd with any ſhare in them, or 
the leaft Approaches to them, which 1 
attribute not only to a juſt Senſe of your 
Spiritual and "Temporal Intereſt, but 
in a great Meaſure to the good Exum- 
ple and wiſe Conduct, to the indefz-| 
tigable Vigilance and Care of thoſ: 0 
truly Loyal, and Honourable Perſons, | 


in 


, , (no ot. fond Pn it . Lt ed on: 


— a) = © _-s- 


T he Dedication. - 
tin whom the Government of our Coun- 
t ty is chiefly repos d: Happy are they 
: I Vho have u Place in ſo quiet, and well 
il govera'd a Corner of our Land, while 
|, others are conſtrained to dwell math Me- 
t ſech, and to have their Habitations among 
15 MY the Tents of Kedar. . 
e- The uncommon Reſpect I receiv'd, 
F upon this Ocaſion, from the Guild- hall of 
ly the City of Rocheſter, and many of her 
r- Worthy Citizens, from the Inhabitants 
no of the Town of Chatham, and particu- 
i- larly from the Officers of his Majeſty's 
ne MF Yard in that Place, was greatly above 
is my Merit, and the moſt ſanguine of my 
dle Expectations. There will be this Ad- 
ire vantage flowing to Us from it, it will 
-or i irreſiſtibly move me to perſevere in my 


* 
1 
4.45 
*%g 
© 
” 1 
7 


1 
68 


1 1 8 Loyalty, and good Sentiments of our 
Dur Ml preſent Governors, and confirm the King 
but in that Confidence he already has in the 
m- City of Rochefter, and in thoſe Gentle- 
ef- men, to whoſe Hands the Care and 
oſe Building of a great Part of his Navy, the 
ns, | beſt:Bakwark of our Nation, is frequently 
in committed. = After 


Sincerity, which I beg leave to do, with 
5 yy - I 


| _—_ VE „ * 
The Dedication. 

„After this publick Acknowledgment i 
of my Obligations to you, for the Ho- 
nour you have done me, TI am | only to 4 
ſet my Hand to it, as a Token of my 


theſe Epithets before it, of 
Gentlemen. 

EA 7 „ Jour thankful, 07 

muſt obedient, and 


7 . faithful Servant, 


 CHrarLEs LAMB. 
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I C OLOS s. III. former part of theft th 


Verſe. 


And let the Peace of God rule in yout 


Hearts. 


E at any Time the Miniſters of God had 
a more 1 Call than ordinary, fo 
cry aloud, and to ſpare not; to run to 
and fro through the Streets, to preach the 
Doctrine of Unity and Concord, and guide 
our Feet in the Ways of Peace, it is ſurely this 


God in his great Goodneſs to us, has hutry'd 
away headlong the publicł Enemy of our Peace, 
thrown him into a State of Pereg bn Wan- 
dring and Deſpair ; and here at home has bound 
his Friends in Fetters, and his Confederate' No- 
hies in Links of Iron, or the Chains of a deſerved 
Death: He has given our Rightful, and Lau- 
ful Sovereign Victory, and made his Foes his 
foottool, and yet how are our Breaches widen- 
ed, and our Diviſions ſtill encreas'd among our 


| i oh 15 „ 
he Notions of Religion and Intereſt, that 
ſchould calm our Spirits, and compoſe our Paſ⸗ 


| ſions, 


2 An Aſſize Sermon 
fions, ſeem to be ſunk and loſt in a general Di. 


ſtraction . it does therefore highly me us, 4 ; 


who are the Miniſters of Peace, to tell the Peo- 
ple of this their Tranſgreſſion, and their Dan- |; 
ger, to cry Peace, when there is ſo apparently |} 
#0 Peace, to exhort them to lke-mindedneſs 
one towards another, and to pray that God 
would be pleas'd to move upon the Face of our 
troubled Waters; bid our Storms be ſtill; and 
bring us to that Serenity and Calmneſs, which 
alone can reſtore true Religion to our Church, 


and ſcreen us from the unhappy Conſequences |: 


of 4 divided State. —_ 
I have promis'd my ſelf, being call'd to the 
Honour of preaching in this great Aſſembly, | 
that I ſhall act agreeably to the generality of 
your Sentiments, if I endeavour to acquit my 
ſelf as one of thoſe Miniſters of Peace at this 
Time, by ſhewing from the Words I have read 
on, ” E 
_ Firſt, What the Peace of God is. - 
_ Secondly, What it is to do; it is fo rule in o 
„ 7,2 HR 2391 | | 
_ Thirdly, By examining ſome of the moſt popu Þþ 
lar and prevailing Reaſons, that are given] 
to the People at this juncture, why it 
-. __Thouldnot rule. And, | 
Fourthiy, By exhorting you in the Cloſe, to 
reſtore it to that Rule, and Empire, which 
it ought to have in your Hearts. | 


Firſ, 


een, ng e 
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Firſt, What the Peace of God is. 

St. Paul has more than once, Rom. 1, 7. Gal. 
1. 3. call'd that Satisfaction of Mind, which 
ariſes from a well led Life, from an humble 
Aſſurance of being reconcild to God, and from 
a well grounded Hope of Eternal Life, the 
Peace of God. But that is not enjoyn'd as a 
Duty, but mention'd as an Encouragement to, 
and the Reward of an Holy and Virtuous Con- 
verſation. | 

The Peace of God in the Text, is that Peace 
which we are to ſeek, and to enſue, as we are 
Members of a Community, link'd together un- 
der one eftabliſh'd Civil Government, it im- 
plies, that we ſhould, as much as poſſible, liue 
quietly with all Men; that we think candidly 


| of all, and ſpeak Evil of none, till there is a 


certainty, and ſome zeceſſity to make proper Re- 
preſentations ; it will teach us to Diſpute with- 


cout Virulence or Paſſion, and to gain the Victo- 


ty in thoſe Debates without triumph or reflecti- 
on; in Religious . it calls upon us to 
make all imaginabl 


e Allowances for Educati- 
on, for Conſciences truly ſcrupulous and ten- 


der, to kad them by the Spirit of Gentleneſs 
and Love, not to drive them by Hardſhips, or 


kurry them by Perſecution into the Pale of our 


| Eftabliſd Church ; to buy them, if poſſible, at 


the Expence of ſuch Things as Religion allows 
us to yield up, though our Fondneſs for them 
is great, and we cannot without ſome Force 

B 2 . upon 


— 


upon our ſelves, make the Conceſſion. 


In Political: Differences, this Peace is the 4 
King's Guard, it commands us not to touch th“; 


Lord's Anointed, not only by Acts of Treafon 
and Rebellion, but touch him not in thy Words, 
nor even in thy Thoughts, while he rules with 


Juſtice, Equity and judgment, and ſhews 


forth the Graces and Perfections of that God, 


Whoſe Vicegerent he is, and by whoſe Example 4 
he is to govern, and exerciſe Dominion over 


Us. 5 : 


The ſame Peace directs us in our Behaviour 
to all that are por in Authority under the Ring; 

outh that would ſpeak Evil ff 
Digmties, blunts the Edge of that ſharp Razor | 
#he Tongue, and furniſhes out the Man with 


it ſtops the 


that Candor and Goodneſs, that Humanity and 


Meekneſs, which ſhould always be in Compa-. 


ny with us. When we preſume to judge of the 


great Tranſactions of Government, it makes 


us jealous of our ows, When We are inclin'd to 
cenſure the Hbities, or queſtion the Integrity 


of thoſe that govern; the proudeſt Coticeits f 


| 


any ſuperior 8 in our ſelves, by this Peace 

mz „and there will low from it a 
Conviction, that the lowneſs oF our Station hin- 
ders our Proſpect into High Places, and makes us 
utterly unable to gratifie thg,Curioſity, or Ma- 
ie arduors Affairs, 


are made humble 


lice of ſeeing and judgin 


and the Hidden Reaſons of State; and the Fruit 
of all will be, a chearful and ready Submiffion |? 
to Government; we ſhall think and hope that 


preach'd-at Rocheſter. 


all is well, till the Male Adminiſtration be. 
comes open and flagrant; till Liberty is ſet to 
2 open Sale, till Property falls a Sacrifice to Am- 
bition or Revenge, and Religion becomes à 
Tool only to cover the Deſign, and carry it on 
2 with greater Secrecy and Succeſs 


In a Word, this Peace makes us good Sub- 


Jjects to a good King, it endears all his ſubordi- 
nate Miniſters to us, and gives us that happy 
- F rorn of Temper and Mind, which only can 


produce a common Tranquillity, and give to e- 


1 very Man the Fruit of his Vine and his Fig-tree, 


with Contentment, Eaſe, and Security. And 


Þ becauſe this Peace has ſueli great and noble EE 
fects, St. Paul derives its Extraction from no- 
I thing 4e great and noble, than God Himſe lf; he 
calls it the Peace of God; and with a great deal 
of Juſtice, becauſe hi Peate the World cannot 
give unto us; every 'Thing the World holds forth 
to us is the Subject of Envy, Debate and Strife, 
throws us into Wars and Fightings, and can 
never be the Parent of ſo beautiful an Off- ſpring. 
lt is God alone that giveth Peace, that maketh 
Alen of one Mind, that breaketh the Spear of 
Contention, and ſnappeth in Pieces the Sword 
of Violence: This he does by the blefled Inſpi. 
ration of his Holy Spirit, by whoſe Operation 
alone it is, that the Storm is turn'd into a Calm; 
it is this that quenches the Fire of Jealouſy, all 
the irregular Burnings of the Heart, and en- 
kindles in us the mild and gentle Heats of Love 
and mutual Affection. The Fruits of the Spirit, 


ſays 


* 


ſays St. Paul, are Love, Joy, and Peace. 80 


neceſſarily related to the Holy Spirit is this 
Peace, that without his previous Influence, it 
could not be planted in our Hearts, nor thjge 
Fruits of it at all appear in our Lives and 
Converſations. 2 
Having thus ſhew'd you, what the Peace 
of God is, I am calld upon, by the Method 
I propos'd to follow, to ſhew : 


* 
— ni 2 i N 


„ 8 _ or 


Secondly, What this Peace of God is to do, it 
muſt Rule in your Hearts. —=— 

It is not to have ſome ſlight and tranſient 
Influence upon us, but it is to Rule and Go- 
vern, to ſit within as a Judge of all our Acti- 
ons, and to turn the whole Courſe of them 
to the Ways of Peace; St. Paul that he might 
more clearly, and plainly communicate his 
Meaning, uſes a Word very ſignificant and ex. 
preſſive, # ei Ses BRB tv mai; N.. 
ec Uſugv, Let the Peace of God Rule in your 
Hearts, the Word is taken from the Gexfwla! 7 
among the Ancients, who fat as Judges and 
Umpires in the publick Games, did arbitrate : 
all Differences, oblig'd irregular Combatants 
to Order, and gave the Reward of Vicory to 
him who overcame. -- / 1 
And Happy were it for this Nation, if we 
could be prevail'd upon to leave all our Diſ- |: 
utes to the Arbitration of this Peace, if we 
d any Regard at all to the Suggeſtions of it; 

if we had any Notions of the great Advanta- 
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ges of being conducted by it; leſs numerdus, 
and leſs dangerous would be our Diſputes, 
every Bone of Contention would diſappear, 
and all our Conteſts be adjuſted with Amity, 
and Friendſhip. 1 

But for want of #his, Peace has made it 
ſelf ſtrange to our Land; how are we ſhat- 
ter'd into Parties? Rent into various Sects 
and Factions? Fallen into ſuch unchriſtian A- 
nimoſities, as would cover the moſt barbarous 
Nation with Confuſion, and diſcover the dye 
of Shame, even in the blackeſt Indian. 

It was this that encourag'd, and brought 
upon us the late Rebellion from abroad; it is 
this, that ſtil] animates the poor Remains of it 
here at home, that feeds the deſperate Wretches 
with zew Hopes, and gives them Spirit to 
threaten a ſecond Attempt. 

And therefore it will be proper to conſider, 


Thirdly, What it is that thus bewitchesſogreat 
a Part of us, to examine ſome of the moft 
popular, and prevailing Reaſons, that are 
given at this JunQture, why the inferior 
People ſhould continue their Diſaffection 
to the Government? Why this Peace of 
God ſhould not rule in their Hearts. 

The firſt of them is that, which laid the 
Foundation of our late Troubles, and carry'd 
them on to an open Rebellion; viz. the Right 
by Birth of that Perſon, who pretends a Claim 
to Dominion over us; the Truth of his Right is 

as 


5 An Aſixe Sermn 
as much unknown to gur Laws, the only Þ 
Fauntain of Rigöt, as the Truth of his Birth | 
is to our Lawgivers ; this pretence of his He. 
reditary Right, has been ſo often examin'd, |: 
and ſo thoroughly confuted, and I my ſelf ha- 
ving lately born a part in it, I will rather ex- 
poſe it, from heir Practice againſt it formerly, 
Who are ar ſo hugely ſtrenuous, in their 
FEE 
| I Qam at a loſs to account for the Abſence 
| of thoſe ſearchizgs of Heart, for thoſe, Stings, |: 
| and Reproaches of Conſciencè in the late Reign, 
| Which zow {0 grievouſly return upon them, 
| -and ſo ſorely afflict them in hie. 
Vadoubtedly he had as good a Right then, 
| as he can have a, and Conſcience was as 
| much concern'd to giye him his dye in thoſe |: 
| ' Days, as it can be in theſe; yet how hard then 
| were thoſe Conſciences, which are ſo tender 
| ' a2ow? How deaf were thoſe Men to all the 
Calls of them? How inſenſible of the moſt Rting- | 
ing Reproaches ? Moſt of the Rebel Chieftains 
Hurd him ſolemnly, openly, frequently, 
they ſet a Price upon his Head then, and think 
themſelves oblig'd am, to ſer a Crows upon 
ät; they us'd him as a common Traytor, or 
Banditti: Call'd for him, if he Landed a- 
| mongſt us, Dead or Alive, urg'd it with the 
| Promiſe of a greater Reward, than. was ever 
yet iſſued upon Occaſions of that Nature. 
If this Was Only to take off the Suſpicion 4 
8 oy | the 
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preach'd at Rocheſter. 9 
the ſecret Deſign of opening a way for him to 
the Throne; the Reproach that ſticks to ſo 
vile a Prevarication, will fuffieiently alienate 
every virtuous Man from them; and if it Was 
not, the Plea of Conſcience is a Jeſt, and their 
preſent Conduct is the effect of Revenge, and 
not of Virtue; the effect of their Love of Pow- 
er, and not of Juſtice; the effect of Deſpair ; 
e vithout regard to us, to our Liberties, or our 
_ | Religion. 5 N „ 
5” And therefore, when any of them would 
= 2 tempt you to unfair Notions of the preſent eſta- 


2X bliſt'd Government, and to continue your A- 
A 22 verſion, or Diſaffection to the Adminiſtration 
* F 


of it; you may. aſſure your ſelves, that their 
oe Conſciences have no ſhare in it, and that your 
en Conſciences will one Day condem you, if you 
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jer 2<quieſce, and are led by them. : | 
he Whenever you are tempted to. this Iniqui- 
or. t there is a plain Queſtion, that will greatly 
77 preſerve your Integrity; and that is, Whether 
] they would have thought of the Pretender“ 
i Right, if his preſent Majeſty had continued the 
_ eAdminiſtration of Government in the Hands, 
ori which he found it, upon his happy eAcceſſion 
. fo the Throne? T am ure, their Anſwer will 
the be of that ſort, that I need not teach you, how 
ver to behave upon the hearing of it. : 
a It is indeed amazing, that there ſhould be - 
ion n Diſpute further upon this Queſtion of his 
wer Rizr, when God himſelf ſeems to have deter- 


min'd it in ſo plain a manner. 


a From 


\ 
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From the Happy Revolution God has bleſs'd 
us; great and viſible have been the Tokens of 
his good Will to us; Victory has in a remarka- 
ble Manner attended our Arms, and ſuch Glo- 
ry, as no Nation for many Ages ever atchiev'd, 
has been the Reward of it. How did our 
Kingdom become terrible, and of great Power ? 
Inſomuch, that when weigh'd in the Ballance 
of Europe, it appear'd heavrer than all the Na- 


tions about it. 


And thus it held, till a late, unhappy Jun- 
cture; till ſomething, our Language has no 
Word that can expreſs it, ſeiz d, and poſſeſs'd 
the Miniſtry, prevail'd with them to give up in 
an Hour, all the Advantages, all the Glory, 
all the Power, which at the Expence of ſo 
many Tears, ſo many Millions, ſo many Lives 


we had acquir'd. 
And even at-this Time, notwithſtanding 


our Inſenſibility, and ſhameful Ingratitude, in 
diſappointing all the Deſigns of his Love to 
us, God appear'd yet again on our ſide, and 
without regard to the Hereditary Right of a- 
ny. Pretender, gave us our preſent Sovereign | | 
for a Ning, put a ſtop to the haftning Deſtru- | 
ction of our Church and State, retriev'd our 

Intereſt and Glory Abroad, and reſtor'd us as 


% 
And when this unnatural Rebellion broke |? 
forth, and came to Hoſtility, - and Act ion; | I 
24% en did it fall, aud come to a fearful | 7 
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I muſt own indeed, that Succeſs is not al- 


7 ways a Sign of God's Approbation of the Cauſe; 


but there is ſometimes {o viſibly the Finger of 


God in it, that a Man's Religion would be 


ueſtion'd, if he doubted of it; and if we cotis 
ider the Secret Contrivance of this Rebellion; 
the Extent of it, the great Power by which it 


vas to be ſupported; and that the Nation 


was then, well nigh naked, and defenceleſs: It 
would be in ſome reſpect, Atheiſtical, not to 


2 declare that it was the Lord's doing. 


It is no Preſumption, I hope, to believe: 


that God might do this in Defence of his own 
2 Prerogative, to aſſert his Tower of diſpoſing 


Kingdoms at his Will, without being crampt 


3 in it by the Terms of analienable, indefenſi- 


ble, Hereditary Right ; for if what is meant 


by thoſe Words is fix'd, and. unalterable in 


Nature, Reaſon, and. Revelation, as the Pa- 
trons of them aſſert, and admits of no Relaxa- 


tion upon any Account whatever, I do not 
2 ſee, but that the Juſtice of God is coneern'd 


in them; as well as the Juſtice of Man; and 
how we ſhall account for the frequent Chan- 
ges of Families, and Kings in the Jewiſh. Na+ 


tion, the fond Admirers of thoſe Epithets 


would do well to inform us. 
But ſuppoſe his Relation to us to be real, 
and, his right by Birth well founded; ſince 


A God has fo long; and fo plainly appeat'd. a- 
gainſt hit why may not we imagine; that 


ia his Dilpleaſure he has cüt off that Elder 
in Branell 
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Branch of our Royal Family, for the Super- 
ſtition and Idolatry of James the Second, as he 
did, for the ſame Reaſon, the Houſe of Ahab, 
and other Royal Families in Fewry, where he 
was well known; and in Iſrael; where his Name 
<3; Fveas ?f ;: 2 6 g's : 
And therefore upon the whole, to interrupt 
the Peace of the Nation, tolive at Enmity with 


the Governors of it, or engage openly in any || 


War againſt it, upon the ſcore of a Right in- 
herent in another Perſon, is directly to Fight 
againſt God, to ſet your Faces againſt the moſt 
High: and whoever they are, that tempt you 


to it, they muſt be Men of moſt abandon'd * 


Principles, moſt deſperate Fortunes, and want 
only the miſerable Conſolation, of being de- 
ftroy'd with Company. "EN 
You ſee, Brethren, how p/aizly I have ſpo- 
ken to you upon this Subject: I was determin'd 


to do it in this Manner, . becauſe I believe, that i] 
the want of Plaizneſs from the Pulpit, uon 


Heads of this Nature, and of this particular- 
ly, has given continuance to your Deluſions, 
and made them operate with greater Force, 
and worſe Effects. This is made the firſt, and 
main Pretence of all the Troubles the Nation 
has been involv'd in, and has anſwer'd the 
End of it with more Succeſs than any Thing 
. elſe, that has been offer'd to perſwade you to 

revolt from your Allegiance to our preſent So- 


vereign, and to. gall his Sacred Perſon througtr 


the fides of his Miniſters: ER 
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There is another, which I look upon to be 


[ Second in Malignity and Miſchief, and to be e- 


qually as unreaſonable as the other ; and that is, 
Their Affection to an unfortunate Perſon of 


very high Quality, whoſe Caſe is at preſent 
ddreſt up in the moſt popular Manner, with all 
the Arts of conciliating Love, and moving Com- 
paſſion. | | 


The Men of the greateſt Popularity in the 


Ages before us, as well as in #his, have not al- 
ways been indebted to their virtuous Actions for 
it; the moſt beroick Virtus has faild of it, when 
the moſt abje& Cowardice has fought it with 
Succeſs; the Breath of popular Applauſe, like 
the Breath of the Winds, will not be confin'd. 


ty, it bloweth were it liſteth, and you cannot tell 
' ] whence it cometh, nor whither it will go: The 
Rebel Abſalom has got it, when Holy David 
has been denied it; a Traytor has rode upon the 
Shoulders of the People, when a true Patriot 
has been trodden under their Feet. 

Ihere are indeed different Ways of gaining 
the Affections and Eſteem of particular Peo- 
ple, according to the different Humours they 
earry about with them; but give me leave to 
uffirm, that there is but o Way to gain popu- 
lar Eſteem with Honour, and Satisfaction to a 
Mans Self, and that is, by loving his Country; 


this Love of his Country appears more or 


fect ion 


to Rules, or be accounted for with any certain- 


and if the People would be guided at all, as 
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leſs; they ſhould fink, or heighten their Af 
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Branch of our Royal Family, for the Super- 


ſtition and Idolatry of James the Second, as he 
did, for the ſame Reaſon, the Houſe of Ahab, 


and other Royal Families in Jewry, where he 
was well known; and in Iſrael; where his Name 
Was great;r  _ 4 "9s +; 

And therefore upon the whole, to interrupt 
the Peace of the Nation, to live at Enmity with 
the Governors of it, or engage openly in any 
War againſt it, upon the ſcore of a Right in- 
herent in another Perſon, is directly to Fight 
againſt God, to ſet your Faces againſt the mot 
High: and whoever they are, that tempt you 
to it, they muſt be Men of moſt abandon'd 
Principles; moſt deſperate Fortunes, and want 
only the miſerable Conſolation, of being de- 
ftroy'd with Company. "EI 

You ſee, Brethren, how plainly I have ſpo- |! 
ken to you upon this Subject: I was determin'd |? 
to do it in this Manner, . becauſe I believe, that 
the want of Plaizneſs from the Pulpit, upon 
Heads of this Nature, and of this particular- 
ly, has given continuance to your Deluſions, 
and made them operate with greater Force, 
and worſe Effects. This is made the firſt, and 
main Pretence of all the Troubles the Nation 
has been involv'd in, and has anſwer'd the 

End of it with more Succeſs than any Thing 
. elſe, that has been offer'd to perſwade you to 
fevolt from your Allegiance to our preſent S- 2 
vereign, and to. gall his Sacred Perſon through tt 
the fides of his Miniſters JI le 

0 | There 
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There is another, which I look upon to be 


; L Second in Malignity and Miſchief, and to be e- 
qually as unreaſonable as the other; and that is, 


Their Affection to an unfortunate Perſon of 


very high Quality, whoſe Caſe is at preſent 
2 dreſt up in the moſt popular Manner, with all 
the Arts of conciliating Love, and moving Com- 
F, 3 pa ſion. 


The Men of the greateſt Popularity in the 


Ages before us, as well as in #his, have not al- 
ways been indebted to their virtuous Actions for 
it; the moſt heroick Virtue has faiPd of it, when 
the moſt abje& Cowardice has ſought it with 
7 Succeſs; the Breath of popular Applauſe, like 
the Breath of the Winds, will not be confin'd 
to Rules, or be accounted for with any certain=s 
ty, it bloweth were it liſteth, and you cannot tell 
7 whence it cometh, nor whither it will go: The 
Rebel Abſalom has got it, when Holy David 
has been denied it; a Traytor has rode upon the 
Shoulders of the People, when a true Patriot 
has been trodden under their Feet. 


There are indeed different Ways of gaining 


the Affections and Eſteem of particular Peo- 
ple, according to the differext Humours they 
carry about with them; but give me leave to 
uffirm, that there is but o Way to gain popu» 
lar Eſieem with Honour; and Satisfaction to a 
Man' Self, and that is, by loving his Country; 
and if the People would be guided at all, as 
| this Love of his Country appears more or 
leſs; they ſhould fink, or heighten their Af 


fect ion 
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fect ion to every Candidate for Popularity. 
This Love of our Country is not only to be ex- 
preſs'd to it, when it Loves, and Honours us, 
ut even, when it Hates us, and deſpitefully uſes 
4s; When the Treatment we meet from it, has 
all the aggravating Circumſtances of Reproach, 
Ingratitude, and Injuſtice; he it Curſes, we 
muſt Bleſs ;, when it Hates, we muſt Love; and 
no Man upon Earth has obſerv'd this Rule 
more Heroically, nor more Chriſtlanly, than 
that Illuſtrious Heroe, whom ſome daily endea- 
vour to rob of his Glory; nor no one has done it 
Jeſs than that Perſon, who would ſit ſo high in 
their AﬀeCtions, and domineer in their Hearts; 
and that this may appear true; let us conſider 
the Conduct of them both, and from thence 
you will eaſily determine, which of them in 
Juſtice ſhould have our Eſteem and Love. 
The former, after a Life almoſt ſpent in the 
Toils and Hazatds of War; after a continued 
Series of Victory and Succeſs; after he had 
rais'd the Glory of our Arms, that they be- 
came the Envy, or the Terror of Europe; af- 
ter he had broken all the Schemes of Univer- 
ſal Monarchy; and had brought the aſpiring Pro- 


jector of them to ſo low a State, that he was 
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not able to defend any longer even his ow ! be 


Particular Monarchy, on a ſudden he found his 
Laurels blaſted at home by the peſtilential 


Breath of Jealvuſie and Envy; he found his E. 


hemies prevailing, his Royal Miſtreſs aliena- 


ted, and all his Honours, all the Rewards of 


X his 
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his great Atchievements violently wreſted from 


| him, and transferr'd with the moſt ſtinging 
| Circumſtances of Contempt upon his Rival, 


the Favourite of the Multitude; and all this 
without any Crime, but his refuſing to give up 
at once, baſely and ignominiouſly, to the con- 
quer'd Enemy, what he had been for-many 
Years obtaining ſogloriouſly and ſo honourably. 


And yet how did he behave himſelf under all 


this? He did not Rebel, he would not involve 
his Nation in Miſery and Blood, but vicit Amor 
patriæ, the Love of bis Country overcame the 


| Senſe of his Wrongs; dedit inimicitias Reipubli- 


ce, he ſacrificed his juſt Reſentments to the good 
of his Country: He choſe to retire, he would 
not live indeed in ſuch an ungrateful Country, 
but he would not revenge himſelf upon ĩt by a 


Civil War, becauſe it was his Native Country; 
for her ſake he {at down under his hard Uſage, 


and waited the good Time, when Gratitude 
ſhould return to our abandon'd Senſes, when 
Juſtice and Honour ſhould be again reſtor'd to 
our Land. | Alc ee 

And God did not ſuffer him long to wait; 


| the good Time, INDEED, did come ; Honours 


7 flow'd in upon their old Maſter; his Glories 
had a peculiar Brightneſs afrer their Eclipſe, 
and what he had been plunder'd of before, was 
return'd to him nanyfold, in Conſequence of 


which, his Rival became zaked, ſtript of all 


! thoſe gaudy Plumes which the Power of his 


Friends had loaded him with; in probability, 


this 
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this was al he would have fuffer d, and it may 
be more than he would have ſuffer'd, if his Con. 
duct had been of that Sort, which Men of Wiſ- 
dom eſteem moſt becoming thoſe Circumſtances 


of Life. But his Reſentments hurry'd him away; 
he took Refuge in a Nation fond of receiving a. 
ny Enemy of this; he threw himfelf into the 
Arms of the Ptetennder to our Crown; he neſt- | 


ed with Jeſuits, courted the Father, and every 


Aſſiſtance, concerted Alliances, amaſſed Trea- 


fures, raiſed an armed Force, ſent it to invade 


our Nation, attempted to ſet himſelf at the 
Head of it, brought Devaſtation, Miſery, and Þ 
Blood upon our Land, gave up inevitably, as 
far as in him lay, our Church and State to the 
Tyranny and Idolatry of France and Rome; and] 
alt this, becauſe his Honours return'd to the 


Perſon from whom they were torn, and be- 
cauſe he apprehended himſelf in Danger from 
the juſt Reſentments of the Law. If all was 
veal, if his Complaints had been well ground- 
ed; nay, if he had been /are that Death would 
immediately follow all his other Hardſhips, 
had there been any Remains of his extolled Love 
f our Country, our Liberty, our Religion, he 
would have yielded even to that, and every 


Thing elſe; but Revenge, Ambition, or Deſpair 
got the Aſcendant; the Miferies impending over 


us from his Conduct did not move him, did not 
check him, could not prevail with him. 


Behold, 
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Behold, I have thus diſplay'd to you, a Lo- 
ver of his Country, and one who does aof 
love it; deal fairly, and without Prejudice, 
which of the twain ſhould you, and Xin 


. | delight to Honour? Where does Juſtice c 


you to ſeat your Affections? Where do the 


: ene pag Principles of Gratitude oblige you to 
love? ä r 


Sorry I am, that the Behaviour of ſa many, 
of neceſſity extort from me, as a true Lover of 
our Conſtitution, theſe harſh Expreſſions, but 


; when the Poiſon is ſtrong, the Remedy muſt 
be of equal Force. It is indeed afflicting, to 
compare the former and the latter Conduct of 
this ozce great and honourable Man; it ſhews 
{ how uncertain a Thing a Man is, even in his 
* moſt virt uous State; how deſtructive a Guide 
he follows, when Reſentment leads him, and 


Paſſion drives him on. 

You may love his Perſon, but not aſſiſt his 
Schemes; you may lament his Misfortunes, but 
not rebel to retrieve them; you may pray, and 
intercede with God and the King for Mercy 
and Forgiveneſs, but you muſt not preſume to 
ſtorm either of thoſe Throzes of Grace and Fa- 
vour; God will not, and the King cannot, in 


| Juſtice to the Nation, and Honour to himſelf, 


hear the Petitions that come from Mouths 
that blow the Trumpet of Rebellion againſt 
him. e Crows is not worth wearing, if it muſt 
be held on at the Expence of Juſtice and Honcur, 
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or be blown off by the Breath of a tumultuous Po. 


pulace. ' [etc 
From a Subject that I believe you have tl 


heard with ſome Melancholy, I paſs to ano- 7 
ther, which in Truth will rather divert than 
afflict, and this is, ; 


Thirdly, That the People ſhould continue 
their Diſaffection to the Government, 
and diſturb the Peace of it, becauſe 
it would be diſhonourable to change Sides, 
and leave old Friends. Ss , 

It is reported of a Drunkard of great Emi. 

nence, under the Calamities of Body which P. 
uſually attend Men of that Character, that when Lo 
his Phyſician, among other Things, preſcrib'd th: 
an Abſence from his od Club, he was mightily |! 
alarm'd, and could not yield to it, out of an ap- 
prehenſion that his Reputation would ſuffer a. no 
mong them, upon leaving a Company he had be 
been ſo long a Member of; but being ask'd if bu 
he could die with them, he gave his Anſwer in y 
the Negative; and being convinced, that the Go 
Way in which they were leading him, was a Pa. 
certain way to Death, he took a ſudden leave Mea 
of them, recover'd his Health, and-Sobriety, | ſta 
- liv'd in an envied Indolence, and Tranquility ¶ fue 
of Mind, and would often thank God that he dar 
had committed this heinous Sin, it ſeems, of anc 
leaving his old Friends, | fro 


The 
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The Application that may be made from this, 
to the Caſe before us, is fo very obvious, that 


| the meaneſt Capacity may carry it away with 


him. 

Friendſhip to a Party is founded upon the A- 
greement of Men's Sentiments in the Meaſures 
of promoting the public Good, Eccleſiaſtical 
and Civil; and becauſe this ariſes only from a 


Uniformity of Action for the ſame Exd, when- 
ever that diſcontinues, the Friendſhip falls in 


Courſe, and cannot with Juſtice and Honour 
be held up. 


Friendſhip to the particular Leaders of a 


Party, ought certainly to be a ſort of Platonick 
Love, to take its Birth from the Goodneſs of 
their Souls; from that ſort of Virtue and Ho- 
Jour, which ſhould always adorn Patriots of 
their Country: The Vices of private Life are 
not within the Regards of this Friendſhip, it 
I being directed to them ozly as publick Perſons ; 
if $4 but when thoſe Vices, as it often happens, car- 
ry them on to Actions deſtructive of the common 
Good, though advantagious enough to their 
Particular ſelves, when Ambition or Revenge 
teases to be ſatiated, or when a dilapidated E- 
ſtate calls to be rebuilt, and Methods are per- 
ſued in order to it, that will either diſturb, en- 
danger, or deſtroy an eſtabliſb d Conſittution, 
and all the Benefits lowing to the Communit 

from it, it is not only juſt, right, and honourable 


to withdraw our Friendſbip from them, but al- 


D 2 ſo 


20 A Aſte Sermon 


ſo to oppoſe them to the utmoſt, and yield them 
up to the Juſtice of the Nation, when ever it 


calls for Vengeance on them. , 


There is a general ſuperior Friendſhip which 
bears down every inferior Species of it, and 
that is Love of our Country, of our King, and | 
of our God; and when a Competition ariſes Þ 
between theſe, and the Leaders of a Party, he 
is a very poor Caſuiſt, who wants to be taught 


how to determine the Diſpute. 


And therefore to come nearer to our ſelves, Þ 
and to that Plaiuneſs which T have ever us'd | 
from the beginning of our Troubles, let us con- | 


ſider; 


riot of a Party. | 


_ Unlimited Monarchy, and Monarchy limited | 
by our Laws and Statutes, were the CharaQte- 


riſticks of the contending Intereſts, and accor- 


ding to the prevalency of them, the Church and 


Toleration were ſuppos'd to receive Grace, or 
Diſreſpect; from hence aroſe many popular 
Tlamours, and the Minds of the Vulgar were 
artfully furniſh'd out with Notions of the Dan- 
ger of the Church on the one Hand, and of the 
Tv/eration on the other, 


Every 


This Nation has been unhappily divided, 
both Parties furious againſt each other, and zea- 
louſly bent to place their particular Leaders in 
the Seats of Power, and from this Zeal we de-. 
rived the Character of od Friends to the Supe- | 
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Every Man of penetration knew what the 


main Deſign was; Man's natural Appetite to 


Honours and Profits ſeem'd to have too viſible a 
ſhare in all the Diſputes; and therefore becauſe 
a Proteſtant ſat upon the Throne, the Conſtitu- 
on untouch'd, and the Laws in full Force, Men 
were tolerably eaſie. Which way ſoever the 
Scale turn'd, the Nation was never miſera- 
ble, though always more Happy, and more 


victorious in one Period of Government than 


another; and thus it held till towards the 
cloſe of the laſt Reign, when the Chiefs of 
this Rebellion, who were then ſome of the 
Men in Power, knowing, that they were look'd 
upon to have given us up by a Peace to the 
Will of the Enemy, and perceiving that the 
Days of Mourning for the Queen were at hand, 
and that the Juſtice of the Nation would 
certainly be let looſe upon them, and being 
conſcious to themſelves that they could have 
no Favour from the Illuſtrious Houſe of Ha- 
nover, which they ever carefully treated in 
the moſt unhandſome, and indecent Manner, 
began to entertain Thoughts of defending 
themſelves by an offer of the Crown to a bi- 
otted Papiſt, who pretended a Right to it; 
but before theſe Thoughts could come to Acti- 
on, God open'd a way for the Acceſſion of 
our Preſent Sovereign to the Throne; he 
ſhew'd his Diſpleaſure immediately to the 2 
e | K 
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deſt of his Adverſaries, and in a little Time 


to them all. | 
Fear of Puniſhments, viſibly preparing for 


them, and Hatred to that Roya/ Houſe, put 


them afreſh upon their old Thoughts of the Pre- 
tender, even after they had abjur'd him, and 
ſworn Allegiance to his Majeſty Xing 
GEORGE, ſo powerfully did Nature prevail 
againſt Principle; Tumults and Riots were 
induftriouſly rais'd at Home, the People poi- 
ſon'd, Aſſociations ſubſcrib'd, Alliances form'd, 
and at laſt an unnatural Rebellion was rais'd, 
the Pretender in Perſon proclaim'd by them, 
and their Old Friends were call'd upon to bear 
a part in the damnable Deſign, without any 


regard to the moſt ſolemn Oaths and religi- 


ous Obligations; and whoever diſobey'd the 
Call, became branded with the inodiating 
Character of a Renagade, and a Deſerter of 
his Old Friends. | 
This is a plain and true Epitome of our for- 
mer, and theſe /atter Diſputes, judge you how 
vaſtly different they are, in their Nature, and 
their Importance, and what little Relation 
they have to each other; and in conſequence, 
how fairly your Honour and Conſcience is ac- 
quitted in act ing a ze Part, and how neceſ- 
fary it is to forget your 0/4 Love, and tranſ- 
fer your Affect ions to thoſe, who have appa- 
rently, under God, ſav'd you, deliver'd you, 
preſerv'd you, and will efabliſh you in _ 
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and Happineſs, for ever; if your own Beha- 


viour does not fruſtrate the great, and good 


Deſign they have in Hand, 


En: Nova progenies Calo demittitur alto. 


Behold a veto Race of Kings and Princes is 


given us by God, anda new Diſpute is moſt 


wickedly, and amazingly rais'd upon the Ar- 
rival of it; vis. Whether you will receive the 
Gift of God, or the Gift of wicked and deſpe- 
rate Men? Whether you will be govern'd by a 
Papiſt, without any certain Right, who has 
already mortgag'd our Land to Popiſh Prin- 


| ces, and Prelates, and muſt be an humble De- 


pendant upon, as well as the humbleſt Devo- 
tee of the Church of Rome? Or, whether you 
will obey a Proteſiant with all the Right, 
that our Laws and Conſtitution can derive to 
him, of great | Hereditary Honour, Eſtate, 
and Power, and highly inamour'd of all that 
is dear and valuable to us, our Laws, our 
Liberties, our Religion. | 
This in plain Words is the Diſpute, and 
nothing elſe; And how aſtoniſhing is it, that 
Engliſh Proteſtants ſhould make any Diſpute 
at all about it? Or that the cant of Old 
Friendſhips, ſhould biaſs their Judgments from 
an impartial Determination of the Queſtion? 
And lead them blindfold into Ruin, and De- 
ſtruct ion. 
Thus 
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Thus I have endeavour'd plainly and clear. 
ly, with a Boldneſs becoming an Engliſb Pro. 
teſtaut at this Time, to examine Three of the 
moſt popular Reaſons, that are urged to infe- 
rior People, for the continuance of their Diſaf. 


Fection to the preſent Government, and to de- 
throne that Peace of God, which ſhould rule in 


their Hearts. 


There are Three others, Two of them | 


bugely remarkable; I wiſh T had Time to 


examine them alſo, I may poſſibly have an 
Opportunity of doing it hereafter ; theſe | 


are, 


ſenters. 


And, | 


Laſtly, The late uncommon Appearances in | 


the Air, 


. Theſe are Things that would ſhock the 
meaneſt Senſe, the loweſt Capacities, the 
weakeſt Judgments, if Prejudice, and Party 
Teal, were put at a Diſtance from them. 


Apprehenſions from the Power of the Diſ- 


The Execution of ſome of the Rebels, | 


And therefore, let me exhort you, beſeech x 


you, adjure you, not to be led by them, 
be not prevaiPd with to. diſturb the com- 
mon Quiet; but let the Peace f God, as ! 
have deſcrib'd it, perform all its Offices 
within you; Let it rule in your Hearts, and 


the 


| preich'd at Rocheſter. 4 

the King will have his Share of Dominion 
there alſo, and both united will ſend forth 
© BY ſuch Happy Influences, over our Land, as will 
g take off the deſerv'd Reproach, and Con- 
tempt our Behaviour has expoſed us to * 

broad, and make us again the Envy and De- 
2 [7 fire of the known World, | | 


n Having {aid ſo much for your Sakes in Ge. 
neral; give me leave to ſay ſomething for 
my own in Particular, vis. = 
ſe | That you would be pleas'd to judge 7. 
vonrably of your Preacher; that you woul 
„not condemn me without thinking, who, in 
i/- all reaſonable Modeſty, you muſt believe 
have thought much, before I would preſume 
Is. to deliver my Senſe of theſe Things to an 
Aſſembly, where I ſee ſo many Men of 
in penetration, Learning, and Judgment; above 
all, let not #his be a fall Anſwer to what I 
bave ſaid, vis.. That I ſpeak it with a Proſpect 
the N Preferment. © © © _.., 
the W 1 do it only with a Prod, of Heaven, 
rt) which I am defirous to obtain by a quiet 
| Profeſſion of the Proteſtant Religion, which 


ech WM we can never enjoy quietly, under a Popiſh 
em, Prince, or Men popiſoly) ſnclin dee. 
om- I am not moved to it, by a deſire of en- 
as I creaſing, but of keeping my Eſtate, peaceably; 
ices N and with a good Conſcience; neither yours, 
* nor mine, nor any Man's elſe will be worth 
the 1 


EB Encrea⸗ 


. 


5 worth keep repfngs i 
ae, Or bs Abottors, ſho rule 
en Life it = {lf would be 
9555 Sg Bloog of our 


4 4 5 


if, the Pre- 
Over us; 


— 


